TWELFTH CONGRESS OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF M CRONESI A

SECOND REGULAR SESSI ON, 2001 C. B. NO 12- 60

A BILL FOR AN ACT

To anend title 43 of the Code of the Federated States of M cronesia by
anendi ng sections 102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 109, 110, 111, 112,
113 and 114 in order to transfer the functions and responsibilities of the
Division of Statistics to a National Statistics Ofice within the
Departnment of Economic Affairs, and for other purposes.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF M CRONESI A:
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Section 1. Section 102 of title 43 of the Code of the Federated

States of Mcronesia is hereby anended to read as foll ows:

CB12. 060

"Section [2] 102. Definitions. As used in this act, unless

the context requires another neaning or unless it is
ot herwi se provi ded:

(1) 'Census' neans a survey of all of the persons, owners,
officials, agents, corporations, businesses, institutions,
establ i shnments or other organizations in a field of inquiry;

(2) ["Chief" neans the Chief of the Division of Statistics]

reserved;

(3) 'Congress' neans the Congress of the Federated States
of M cronesi a;

(4) '[bBrvistonof—Statisties] National Statistics Ofice

nmeans the Division of Statistics within the [OSiece—-of
Planninrg—and—Statisties] Departnent of Economic Affairs of

the Federated States of M cronesia;

(5) 'National Governnent' neans the Governnent of the

Federated States of M cronesi a;



C. B. NO 12- 60

© 00 N o o b~ w N Pk

N NN N NN P P R R R R R R R R
a A W N P O ©O 00 N O U pd W N -, O

Secti

St at es of

(6) [“National—Planner"—neans—the-highest—anagenrent
official of the Ofice of Planning and Statistics of the
FederatedStates—of Meronesta] reserved;

(7) 'President' nmeans the President of the Federated States
of M cronesi a;

(8) 'Respondent' includes a corporation, conpany,
association, firm partnership, proprietorship, society,
joint stock conpany, individual, or other organization or
entity which reported or is required to report, or on behalf
of which information was reported, in response to a
guestionnaire, inquiry, or other request of the [Bvision—of
Stati+st+es] National Statistics Ofice;

(9) 'Sanple survey' neans a survey of sonme but not all of

the persons, owners, officials, agents, corporations,

busi nesses, institutions, establishnments or other

organi zations in a field of inquiry; and

(10) ' State governnent' neans the governnent of any of the
States of the Federated States of Mcronesia."
on 2. Section 103 of title 43 of the Code of the Federated
M cronesia is hereby anended to read as fol |l ows:

"Section [3] 103. Statenent of purpose. The purpose of this

act is as foll ows:

(1) To define the functions and responsibilities of the
[ Bvi-ston—of—Statisties|] National Statistics Ofice;

(2) To authorize the [Brwision—of—Statisties] Nationa
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Statistics Ofice to develop an integrated and conprehensive

statistical and census information system
(3) To guarantee the confidentiality of data coll ected by

t he [ Bvsion—ofStatisties| National Statistics Ofice and

ot her departnents and agenci es of the National Governnent or
jointly by departnments or agencies of the National and State
Gover nnents; and

(4) To pronote cooperation between and within the National

and State Governnents with respect to the inprovenent of
recording and reporting of statistics in the Federated States
of Mcronesia."

on 3. Section 104 of title 43 of the Code of the Federates
M cronesia is hereby anended to read as fol |l ows:

"Section [4] 104. Functions and responsibilities of the

[ Bvision—of Statisties] National Statistics Ofice. The

[ Bvi-ston—of—Statisties| National Statistics Ofice shal

have the followi ng functions and responsibilities:
(1) To [adwise] assist the President and the executive
branch on matters pertaining to statistical policy;

(2) To assist the President and the executive branch in

coordinat[e]ing the statistical work of [aH] the Nationa

Gover nnent through the all ocation of statistica

responsibilities anbng governnent departnents and agencies by

designating the statistics to be collected by them including

their periodicity and content with particul ar enphasis on the
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foll om ng areas:

(a) The avoidance of duplication in data collection;

(b) The attai nnment of conpatibility between, and the
integration of, statistics conpiled by National and State
Gover nnent departnents and agenci es;

(c) The maxi mum possible utilization of statistical
dat a;

(d) The formulation and inplenentation of standards
for carrying out statistical operations;

(e) The provision of statistical advice and assi stance
to National and State Governnent departnents and agenci es;

(f) The recruitnment and training of statistical staff;
and

(g) The general pronotion [and], devel opnent and

nmai nt enance of integrated social and econom c statistics for

t he [ NattonalGovernment| Federated States of M cronesia.

(3) To conpile, analyze and dissem nate official statistics
and related information;

(4) To collect statistics and related information
concerni ng econom c, social, and denographic matters;

(5) To prepare and publish an annual statistical abstract

for the Federated States of Mcronesia, including quarterly

current econom c statistics bulletins;

(6) To collect, [and] conpile, analyze and di ssem nate

official statistic[al]s [data] concerning economc, social,
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and denographic natters needed for the fornul ati on of

devel opnent plans, [anrd] plan inplenentation and effective

economi c policy formulation including but not limted to, the
fol | ow ng:

(a) The national accounts, qgovernnent financi al

statistics, consuner price index, conprehensive trade

statistics, and wage and enpl oynent statistics;

([a]b) Data required for the conpilation of Nationa
account s;

([b]c) Data on [whelesaleand] retail and consuner price

changes;
([e]d) Data on internal and external trade; [and]

([€d]e) Data on governnent [and-heusehold| revenues and

expendi tures; and

(f) Data on wages and enpl oynent.

(7) To conduct [periodie] ten yearly censuses of

popul ation, a conprehensive five yearly household incone and

expendi ture survey, | abor force surveys, and other censuses

and sanpl e surveys at the [regquest] order of the President;
(8 losi I . . : .
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([3%]8) To liaise with statistical organizations in other
nations and with international organizations regarding

statistical matters; and

(9) To enter into nmenoranda of agreenent or understandi ng

with the State governnents in areas of common interest to

both parties which will inmprove the quality of produced

statistics."

of Mcronesia is hereby anended to read as foll ows:

"Section [5] 105. Authority to gather and conpile

statistical data. The [Biwision—eofStatisties]| Nationa

Statistics Ofice shall have the follow ng authority to

gather and conpile statistical data at such tines and for
such periods as determ ned by the [Natienal—Planner|
Secretary of Eonomic Affairs or his designee:

[ I L ctical inf Lon: ]

([2]1) To design and prepare fornms and questionnaires;

([3]2) To undertake statistical investigations and carry out

censuses and sanpl e surveys;
([4]3) To select sanpling nethodol ogies for use in surveys;

([5]4) To request respondents to supply estimtes where
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recorded data are not avail abl e;

([6]5) To prepare prograns relating to the acquisition of
statistical information;

([#]16) To consult or cooperate with any other person or body
for the purpose of conpiling statistical data; and

([8]7) To undertake any ot her necessary actions to fulfill its

functions and responsibilities.”

Section 5. Section 106 of title 43 of the Code of the Federated

States of Mcronesia is hereby anended to read as fol |l ows:

"Section [6] 106. Conduct of censuses and sanple surveys and

collection of statistical data. In order to conduct the

censuses and sanpl e surveys and col lect the statistical data
as authorized by sections [4] 104 and [5] 105 of this [aet]
chapter, the [Nat+oenalPlanner]| Secretary of Economc Affairs

or his designee, [theChief| or other enployees of the
[ Bvi-ston—of—Statisties| National Statistics Ofice
desi gnated by the [National—Planner| Secretary of Economc

Affairs, shall be enpowered to:

(1) Supply a schedule to any respondent and require such
respondent to supply to the best of his know edge, orally or
inwiting, all of the information requested in the schedul e
I n accordance with instructions in the schedul e or
acconpanying it, and require that person to conplete the
schedul e, if necessary with the assistance of the [Natioenal

Planner] Secretary of Economc Affairs or his designee, and
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to return the conpl eted schedul e to the [Nattoenal—Panner]

Secretary of Economic Affairs or his designee by a specific

date; and

(2) Ask any respondent orally or in witing any questions
necessary to obtain information for the purpose of conpiling
statistical data or conducting a census or sanple survey as
prescribed under this [aet] chapter, and require the
respondent to give, to the best of his know edge, witten or
oral answers to any such questions."”
on 6. Section 107 of title 43 of the Code of the Federated
M cronesia is hereby anended to read as fol |l ows:

"Section [# 107. Dissemnation of statistical data;

Restricti ons on use.

(1) The [CGhtef] Secretary of Economic Affairs, or his

desi gnee [may] shall furnish copies of tabul ati ons and ot her
statistical materials which do not disclose the information
reported by, or on behalf of, any particul ar respondent, and
[ my] neke special statistical conpilations or surveys, for
departnents, offices, and agencies of the Nationa
Governnent, and State and | ocal governnents.

(2) The information furnished under subsection (1) of this
section shall not be used by the National and State
Governnents, or by any of its agencies, subdivisions, or
public corporations, or by any of its officers or enployees

acting in an official capacity to the detrinent of any
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respondent or other person to whom such information rel ates
in any | egal proceeding, except in the prosecution of alleged
violations of this [aet] chapter.”

on 7. Section 108 of title 43 of the Code of the Federated
M cronesia is hereby anended to read as fol |l ows:

"Section [8] 108. Confidentiality of information. The

[ National—Planner| Secretary of Economic Affairs [—the

Chi-ef-] and any other officer or enployee of the [Bwiston—-of

Statisties]| National Statistics Ofice, or any person
provided with data pursuant to section 111 of this [aet]
chapter, shall not:

(1) Use the information furnished under the provisions of
this [aet] chapter for any purpose other than for the purpose
of conducting a census or sanple survey, gathering
statistical data, or for conpiling and di ssem nati ng
tabul ati ons or other statistical materials pursuant to

section [#] 107 of this chapter;

(2) Make any publication whereby the data furnished by any
particul ar establishnment or individual under this act can be
I dentified;, or

(3) Permt anyone other than the [NatioenalPanner |
Secretary of Economc Affairs [theChief] or sworn enpl oyees

of the [BiwisionofStatisties| National Statistics Ofice to

exam ne the individual reports, except in the prosecution of

all eged violations of this [aet] chapter."”
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on 8. Section 109 of title 43 of the Code of the Federated
M cronesia is hereby anended to read as fol |l ows:

"Section [9] 109. Gath of enployees. The [Natioenal—Planner]

Secretary of Economic Affairs [—theChief;] and every ot her

person enployed in carrying out the provisions of this [aet]
chapter shall take and subscribe the follow ng oath:

"I solemmly swear that | will faithfully and honestly
fulfill nmy duties in accordance with the provisions of the
Statistics and Census Act of 1988, and that | will not
di scl ose or make known, except as authorized by |aw, any
information collected in a census or sanple survey which
conmes to ny know edge by reason of, or through ny enpl oynent
by, or on behalf of any governnent entity in the Federated
States of M cronesi a.

The oath shall be taken, retained, and recorded in such

manner as the [CGhief] Secretary of Econom c Affairs shal

determ ne. "
on 9. Section 110 of title 43 of the Code of the Federated
M cronesia, is hereby anended to read as foll ows:

"Section [46] 110. Statistical surveys by other Governnent

departnents. Departnments and agencies of the Nationa

Governnents are authorized to conduct surveys under this
[aet] chapter subject to the foll ow ng requirenents:
(1) Al such persons engaged in the collection and

processing of replies to statistical surveys are subject to
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each provision of this [aet] chapter including, but not
limted to, the required oath of enployees contained in

section [9] 109 of this chapter and the restrictions on use

contained in sections [# 107 and [8] 108 of this chapter;

(2) The [ National—Planner]| Secretary of Economic Affairs

and the [ B—ston—ofStatisties]| National Statistics Ofice

shall be inforned of any surveys bei ng proposed by
departnents and agencies of the National and State
Governnents; and

(3) Respondents to any statistical survey conducted by any
departnment or agency of the National and State Governnents
shal | be advised whether the survey is for statistica
pur poses and i s being conducted under the authority of this
[aet] chapter or whether the survey is for sone other
pur pose. "
on 10. Section 111 of title 43 of the Code of the Federated

M cronesia is hereby anended to read as fol |l ows:

"Section [4%3] 111. Exchange of data authorized. The
[ Bvi-ston—of—Statisties| National Statistics Oficeis

authorized to enter into any agreenent or arrangenent wth
any departnent or agency of the National or any of the State
governnments for the exchange of data collected jointly with
t hat departnent or agency and for subsequent tabul ation or
publication of statistics based upon such data provided that

all respondents are inforned, in witing, that the
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information is being collected jointly on behalf of the

[ Bvi-ston—of—Statisties|] National Statistics Ofice and the

ot her departnent or agency concerned. No such agreenent or
arrangenent shall be effective unless it shall require the
of ficers and enpl oyees of the departnent or agency of the
governnmental entity participating in the exchange of data to
abi de by the provisions of this [aet] chapter.”

on 11. Section 112 of title 43 of the Code of the Federated
M cronesia is hereby anended to read as fol |l ows:

"Section [42] 112. Wongful disclosure of information

prohi bited. Any person being or having been the [Natioenal

Planner| Secretary of Economic Affairs, [er Chief] or an
enpl oyee of the [Brwiston—of—Statisties] National Statistics

Ofice, either tenporary or permanent, or having taken and
subscri bed the oath as set forth in section [9] 109 of this
[aet] chapter, or otherw se having sworn to observe the
limtations inposed by this [aet] chapter, who publishes or
comruni cates any information, the disclosure of which is
prohi bited under the terns of this [aet] chapter, and which
conmes into his possession by reason of his being enployed or
ot herwi se providi ng services under the provisions of this
[aet] chapter, shall be guilty of an offense, and upon
conviction therefor shall be fined not nore than $3, 000, or
i nprisoned not nore than 3 years, or both."

on 12. Section 113 of title 43 of the Code of the Federated
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1 States of Mcronesia is hereby anended to read as fol |l ows:

2 "Section [43] 113. Refusal or neglect to answer questions

3 pertaining to census data; False answers pertaining to census
4 dat a.

5 (1) Any person being over 18 years of age, who refuses or

6 willfully neglects, when requested by any authorized enpl oyee
7 of the [BiwisionofStatisties| National Statistics Ofice or
8 ot her governnental entity, to answer to the best of his

9 know edge any of the questions or any schedule submtted to
10 himin connection with any census authorized under this [aet]
11 chapter which census data relate to hinself or to the famly
12 to which he belongs or is related, shall be guilty of an

13 of fense, and upon conviction therefor shall be fined not nore
14 t han $100;

15 (2) Any person, being over 18 years of age, when requested
16 by any aut horized enpl oyee of the [Brvision—ofStatisties]

17 Nati onal Statistics Office or other governnental entity, to
18 answer to the best of his know edge any of the questions on
19 any schedul e submitted to himin connection with any census
20 aut hori zed under this [aet] chapter which census data rel ate
21 to hinself or to the famly to which he belongs or is
22 rel ated, knowi ngly gives any answer that is false, shall be
23 guilty of an offense, and upon conviction therefor shall be
24 fined not nore than $500;
25 (3) Whoever, being the owner, official, agent, person in
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charge, or assistant to the person in charge, of any
corporation, business, institution, establishnment, or

organi zati on of any nature whatsoever, refuses or willfully
negl ects, when requested by the [NattonalPanner| Secretary
of Economic Affairs [the Chiet] or by any authorized

enpl oyee of the [Brwiston—of—Statisties] National Statistics

Ofice or other governnmental entity to answer conpletely and
correctly to the best of his know edge all questions relating
to such corporation, business, institution, establishnent, or
ot her organi zation, or to records or statistics in his

of ficial custody, contained in any census authorized by this
[aet] chapter, shall be guilty of an offense, and upon
conviction therefor shall be fined not nore than $500;

(4) \Whoever, being the owner, official agent, person in
charge, or assistant to the person in charge, of any
corporation, business, institution, establishnment, or
organi zati on of any nature whatsoever, when requested by the

[ Nat+oenal—Planner]| Secretary of Econom c Affairs, the [Chief]

Assi stant Secretary for Statistics, or by any authorized

enpl oyee of the [Brwiston—of—Statisties] _National Statistic

Ofice or other governnmental entity to answer conpletely and

correctly to the best of his know edge all questions relating
to such corporation, business, institution, establishnent or

ot her organi zation, or to records or statistics in his

of ficial custody, contained in any census authorized by this
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[aet] chapter, knowi ngly gives a false answer to any such
guestion, shall be guilty of an offense, and upon conviction
therefor shall be fined not nore than $500, or inprisoned not
nore than [3] three nonths, or both; and

(5) Notw thstandi ng any ot her provision of this [aet]
chapter, no person shall be conpelled to disclose infornmation
relative to his religious beliefs or to nenbership in a
religious organi zation, nor shall any person incur any
liability under this [aet] chapter for failure to disclose
information as to his religion.”
on 13. Section 114 of title 43 of the Code of the Federated
M cronesia is hereby anended to read as fol |l ows:

"Section [44] 114. Administration of [Aet] Chapter. The

[ Nat+oenal—Planner]| Secretary of Economc Affairs shall be

charged with the admnistration of this [aet] chapter. The
[ Nat+oenal—Planner]| Secretary of Econom c Affairs shall have

all such authority as may be reasonably necessary for the
performance of any function of the [Brwsieon—eof—Statisties]

Nati onal Statistics Ofice or for the adm nistration of this

[aet] chapter, including the authority to pronul gate such
rul es and regul ati ons as he deens necessary to conduct
peri odi c censuses or sanple surveys or to otherw se effect
the adm nistration of this [aet] chapter. Such rules and
regul ations shall be pronulgated in accordance with the

provi sions of chapter 1 of title 17 of the Code of the
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Federated States of M cronesia and shal

effect of law "

have the force and

Section 14. This act shall becone | aw upon approval by the

Presi dent of the Federated States of M cronesia or

| aw wi t hout such approval .

Dat e: | nt r oduced by:

upon its becom ng

Joseph J. Urusema
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